disorder. If after three letters no reply had been received a personal call was made; 329 (27 4%) were A study of the prevalence of disability was undertaken in the population resident in the six northern wards of Lambeth. Disability was defined in functional terms as limitation of performance in one or more defined essential activities of daily living.
A survey of both mothers and health visitors showed that at the moment health visitors play relatively little part in helping-mothers to get advice about effective methods of birth control; this in spite of the fact that the majority of health visitors recognize and accept this as part of their job, and they have the advantages for this role of being women and of visiting mothers in their homes. The study suggests two ways of attempting to bridge this gap between actual and potential achievement. First, health visitors need more support, encouragement, and continuing education for this role and, in particular, they should have closer links with family planning clinics. Secondly, they need to be more aware of mothers' needs for help and the diffidence many of them have about expressing these needs. The Scottish Hospital In-Patient data for 1967 were processed this year to give a return of certain indices of performance to individual consultants, together with comparative data for their specialty for all consultants in Scotland. Data on length of stay were abstracted from the individual returns to show the variation in individual consultant practice with particular reference to two medical diagnoses and six surgical operations including hernioplasty, tonsillectomy and hysterectomy.
Correlation with mean stay after operation was highest
